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Training

1., Chemical warfare training in units of the Rumanian Armed Forces is very in-
adequate and poorly presented. A recruit, during his three-month period of basic
training, attends only two or three lectures on chemical warfare. The lectures
deal only with tear, blister and mostard gases. The recruit also goes only
once through a gas chamber, which is filled with tear gas.

2. After basic training, chemical warfare instruction is almost non-existent, but
both of ficers and enlisted men are required to have their gas masks and chemically-
treated anti-gas cloths with them at all times when in the field. A gas alert
was held in 1951 for all troops participating in the Fall army maneuvers. When
the alert was sounded, shouts of '"gas" were repeated several times, and the
soldiers put on their gas masks. The alert lasted only a few minutes, and no
special training with the gas mask took place, other than the donning and removal
of the masks.

L T 25X1
Gas Officer

L. A battalion is the lowest unit which has a gas officer. The gas officer is
supposed to give chemical training to the men in his unit. However, because
he has many other duties in the battalion, he often neglects his chemical train
responsibilities. ‘
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Equipment - . . L

5, Q&8 mask ~-- The gas mask 1s made of gray-colored rubber, ‘with glass

: ‘ﬁﬁﬁpiﬁcéﬁ:””It”is”hbld"iﬁ place over theé Tace with four rubbériged’ '
Btraps Which rit dver the back of the head, A rubber hose connects
the ohll oup-of the faceplede with the caniater. The gas mask and
ghAnyater are keépt in a -6loth bag, to which a shouldér strép 1s S
atfached, , N
C Al personnel are given gas masks during their basie trdining, 25X1
HHd are hequired to kesp them, throughout thelr terms of service. - Gas,
‘masks | were of pre-war manufacture.

6, Chsmloally trested cloth --- During basic training, easch soldier 18 °
.1Q§n¢ditwblnqﬁire meters of a chemldally-treated cloth, which 18 used
for protection against mustird gases. Foot soldlers employ -these’
alothe In erossing contaminated areas by laying them end to-end 1n -
érder to make a footpath. The cloth is folded into-a smsll, compact,
sguare shape and_kept in a pouch, which 1s carrled on the cartridge
bqlt.“lt.n;no is kept during the entire tour of duty. -

7. Protestive cicthing ~-~ Protective clothing is Rot issued to- the
" ‘troops, but 1z kept-in storage at all times, .except when needed,”
\ _ | The protective suit 18
“iade of Ghemisally-treated material and covers all of khe body except 25X1
the hands, fee’,. face and head. A hood with glass eyepleces,. mide of
the same -material, 1s worn over the gas mask. Gloves are made of

25X1

_rubber. The shoes have wooden solés and are made of the same material,
" 48 the sult. They are tled over the bottom of each trouser leg with .

Btring. | | Agﬁggg,ggj 25X1
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8. t A)d k1% —--[ -

issued a chemical kit for the treatment ol gassed

. personnel. - | Each unit gas 25X1
officer is iassued a supply of decontaminating agents, protective
clothing and special medical supplies for the treatment of gassed

- personnel., These items are not %o be taken from their packaging umtil
required for use. | , ]
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